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Birmingham Public Schools

Ushering in a new year 

Our 2017-18 school year is off and running, and it 
was a pleasure to welcome our amazing young people 
back to the classrooms. Our BPS staff members 
continued to grow professionally and learn throughout 
the summer, participating in district professional 
development and their own continuing education. 
We were fortunate enough to hear from Equity Coach 
Jamie Almanzàn at our annual Red Apple Breakfast 

at the start of our school year. He challenged our thinking and provided 
new perspectives around equity and culturally responsive teaching. Our 
staff followed up this great in-service learning about culturally responsive 
teaching within their own buildings. Our learning as a staff will not stop 
with the students having arrived, and the work we have done so far will 
certainly help lead us to great things in the year ahead.

And I do have great hope for the things to come this school year. We 
have the privilege of serving great kids, a staff that cares deeply about the 
children they serve and parents and community members that wonderfully 
support our young people and our schools. This optimism on our part 
exists despite the challenges we and other school districts face, including 
incidents that relate to bias that impact our students. These situations and 
the events in Charlottesville this past summer increased our resolve to live 
out the Birmingham Public Schools’ commitment to civility and mutual 
respect. As a district, we are committed to: 

• Intervening when our differences are not being dealt with in 
humane and respectful ways.

• Allowing differing views and encouraging respectful and civil 
dialogue.

• Helping ALL of our students achieve their goals. 
This summer, we’ve had our own share of activity, with a considerable 

positive outcome. You may have seen cranes and construction equipment 
outside of our schools this summer as work was completed or is nearing 
completion at many of our buildings. This work is part of the 2015 Bond 
that voters approved for facility and technology upgrades, and I am so 
appreciative of the support you have shown for our district. Learn more 
about our summer Bond projects in this edition of In Focus. 

Finally, know that we’re also starting the year out with great news after 
receiving state and national accolades from Niche.com. It was an honor 
to see Birmingham Public Schools ranked as the No. 1 School District in 
Michigan, and No. 65 in the nation. In addition, our teachers were ranked 
No. 2 in Michigan and No. 27 in the nation. While school district rankings 
are one way to view quality, we’re proud for now to hold this honor and 
excited to share it with the community. This success is again due to our 
having a highly committed staff, parents/guardians and community 
members that are very supportive of our schools and wonderful young 
people to work with.

 Sincerely,
 Daniel Nerad, Superintendent

Upcoming events

Angst screening and 
panel discussion 
Wednesday, Oct. 18, 2017
7:00 p.m. 
RSVP by calling 248.203.3001 
Seaholm High School 
Auditorium 
2436 W. Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009 

The community is invited to a 
viewing of the documentary 
Angst, moderated by Gretchen 
Moran Marsh, Ph.D.  Angst 
is a 2017 documentary that 
examines anxiety, its causes 
and effects, and what we can 
do about it. It features relatable 
interviews with children and 
young adults who suffer or 
have suffered from anxiety, and 
includes a cameo by Michael 
Phelps. A panel discussion will 
follow the screening, offering 
time for questions. Learn more 
about the film at  
http://angstmovie.com.

On the cover:

BPS welcomed students back 
to the classrooms on Tuesday, 
Sept. 5, 2017. Among the 
new students this year were 
529 kindergarten students, 
including Bingham Farms 
Elementary kindergarteners 
(L-R) August Alston, Chloe 
Gailliard and Arabella Davis. 
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BPS welcomes staff 

Staff members returned to the district in August to prepare their 
rooms, participate in professional development and collaborate with their 
colleagues for the start of the school year. Among the staff were 37 new BPS 
teachers as well as new paraprofessionals, secretaries, administrators and 
other support personnel. For 2017-18, three interim principals have been 
appointed throughout the district. 

Dr. Embekka Thompson will serve as the Interim 
Principal for Groves High School for 2017-18. Thompson 
has served as the Principal of Harlan Elementary School 
for the past nine years. Prior to her time with BPS, she 
served as a principal in Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools and taught both elementary and middle school 
students in the Metro Detroit area. She holds a Doctorate 
in Educational Leadership and Policy Studies from Wayne State University. 

Kyle Hall will continue to serve as the Interim Principal 
for Seaholm High School for 2017-18. Hall has been with 
BPS for 30 years, having served as an English teacher, 
department chair and assistant principal at Seaholm prior 
to stepping into the Interim Principal role last winter. She 
holds a Master’s Degree in Fine Arts from Wayne State 
University. 

Alex Agius will serve as the Interim Principal for Harlan 
Elementary School for 2017-18. Agius is entering his eighth 
year with BPS. He began his career as a fifth grade teacher 
in the West Bloomfield School District. For the last seven 
years, Agius has served as an Assistant Principal at Derby 
Middle School. He holds a Master’s Degree in Educational 
Leadership from Wayne State University.

Derby Middle School also welcomed two new administrators. Carman 
Smith was selected as the Assistant Principal and Fred Costello was named 
Interim Assistant Principal while Agius heads Harlan Elementary School 
this year. 

Additionally, the department of Specialized Instruction and Student 
Services (SISS) has welcomed Michelle Allison and Stacey Theophelis as 
supervisors within the department. Allison supports middle schools and 
BCS and Theophelis supports the Early Childhood Center and elementary 
schools within the district. The two have joined fellow SISS supervisor 
Rebecca Anders, who supports the Adult Transition program and high 
schools. 

Upcoming events

Groves Performing Arts 
Company presents 
The Pirates of Penzance by 
Gilbert & Sullivan 
Nov. 3-4 and 9-11, 2017
7:00 p.m.
Nov. 4, 5 and 12, 2017
2:00 p.m. 
Groves Little Theatre
20500 W. 13 Mile Road
Beverly Hills, MI 48025
Cost is $10/students and $15/
adults
For tickets, visit or call the 
Groves main office starting in 
mid-October. 
 
Saturday School 
Saturday School takes place 
every Saturday (excluding 
holidays and breaks) 
throughout the school year. It 
is hosted in the media center 
at Berkshire Middle School 
from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 
a.m.  All K-12 Birmingham 
Public Schools students and 
parents are welcome to join. 
Learn more at 
http://bpssaturday.weebly.com. 

Niche rankings 

This August, Niche.com 
released their school 
rankings. The BPS District 
was ranked the No. 1 School 
District in Michigan by 
Niche.com and BPS teachers 
were ranked the No. 2 
Best Teachers in Michigan. 
Congratulations, BPS!  
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Summer construction offers 
improvements, updates 

The 2017 summer was filled 
with construction projects in and 
around the district. BPS buildings 
were filled with construction 
crews working on safe entryways, 
the replacement of mechanical 
equipment and building and site 
renovations. 

The STEM labs and media center at Groves were renovated into a more 
collaborative learning environment. Work is coming to a close on the 
addition to Groves that will serve as a scene shop next to the auditorium. 
The Groves auditorium, when 
complete, will include a new 
sound system, stage flooring 
and lighting. The NEXT side 
of Midvale had new heating 
and cooling units installed, 
as well as ceilings and lights. 
Overall, the Midvale building 
received a new boiler along 
with temperature controls 
and updates to the fire alarm 
system. Derby received a 
new secure entrance and new canopy, and bleachers were installed in the 
pool area. West Maple had the bleachers replaced as well in the gymnasium 
and new boilers installed. Dugouts were placed at the varsity baseball and 
softball fields at Seaholm and Groves. Additionally, epoxy flooring was 
installed in the restrooms at Harlan, Greenfield and Pembroke. 

Technology upgrades were made throughout the summer months as 
well, as each building received new printers and computers. Curriculum-
specific equipment was replaced, including robotics and technical education 
equipment. Interactive white boards and projectors were replaced and 
classroom sound systems were replaced in the elementary buildings. 

While a few other minor 
projects will be completed 
throughout the year, 
major construction won’t 
resume until the summer 
of 2018. For details on 
the Bond work, visit www.
birmingham.k12.mi.us/
bond2015.

Celebration 

Quarton celebrates 90 years
Sunday, Nov. 5, 2017
1:00-3:00 p.m. 
Quarton Elementary School
771 Chesterfield
Birmingham, MI 48009 

Explore Quarton’s past, present 
and future at their 90th 
birthday celebration and open 
house. Activities, refreshments 
and tours will be available. 

District kudos 

NAEYC accredited 
Congratulations to the BPS 
Early Childhood Center. The 
center renewed their National 
Association for the Education 
of Young Children (NAEYC) 
accreditation last spring. The 
accreditation speaks to the 
ECC’s quality early learning 
experience provided to their 
young students and the 
dedication and commitment of 
the ECC staff.  

Healthy, safe schools 
The Healthy Facilities Institute, 
in cooperation with School 
Planning and Management 
Magazine, sponsored a 
nationwide contest that 
focused on healthy and safe 
school environments and the 
efforts of districts to improve 
and maintain them. BPS was 
one of four schools nationwide 
to receive Honorable Mention. 
Congratulations and thank you 
to the BPS Operations team. 
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Birmingham Community Education
De-stress with Community Education 

This year, Birmingham Community Education is offering new classes 
to cut down the stress in life. Teens and preteens can participate in 
“Making Friends with Yourself: A Program in Mindful Self-Compassion.” 
This program includes numerous activities that are designed to promote 
self-discovery, mindfulness practice to develop skills of being able to 
focus on the present moment and how to develop a compassionate voice 
to support the ups and downs of life. Adults can join in mindful practices 
with “Creating a Joy-filled, Peace-filled Life.” This workshop is based on 
the belief that we all have the power and ability to choose how we show-up 
in life and can thus manifest a life we consciously desire.

Other stress suppressors include workout classes like yoga, swim and 
strength training. Enjoy new skill-building with global language classes, 
real estate basics, Love & Logic parenting, Excel classes and “UGotClass” 
professional and certificate programs and many other options.

For children looking to build new skills or just have fun, Birmingham 
Community Education offers drama classes, babysitting training, 
personalized S.A.T. prep, Pistons basketball and empowerment 
workshops, to name a few.

“Make A Splash!” Community Open Swim

“Make A SPLASH!” Community Open Swim will resume this year on 
most Sundays (excluding school breaks), October through March. Open 
swim is available from 1:00-3:00 p.m. The swims will start at Seaholm 
High School and will be moving back to Groves in December, due to 
construction. Pre-purchase a “Make A SPLASH!” card at Birmingham 
Community Education’s website at www.communityed.net, call 
248.203.3800 or stop into the Community Education office at Seaholm 
High School, 2436 West Lincoln, Room F102. Dates, rules and more 
information can be found on the website. Cards cost $4 for a one-time 
trial card, or purchase multiple visit cards (five entries for $18 and 10 
entries for $36).

Birmingham Community Education offers a wide array of enrichment 
and recreational classes for Adults and Youth. Register now for classes! 

To register and for more information, visit www.communityed.net. Like 
them on Facebook at “Birmingham Community Education” for the latest 
on classes and programs.

Upcoming events

Kids Club 
Tuesday, Nov. 7
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 7 is a professional 
development day for BPS staff. 
Parents of students in grades 
K-5 can take advantage of 
the Community Education 
district-wide Kids Club at 
Quarton Elementary. Students 
can participate in Skyhawks 
“Multi-Sports & Games” from 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and get 
ready for a full day of classic 
American sports and games. 
Preregistration is required. For 
more information or to register 
go to www.communityed.net.

To register or for more information visit 
www.communityed.net.
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Boomer Summit for Boomers and Beyond 
Join thought leaders from around the nation for this exciting morning, 

specifically designed for Boomers and beyond. This high-energy program 
featuring speakers, music and giveaways will offer ideas, opportunities 
and inspiration. The event will also feature a vendor showcase with local 
businesses and resources just for Boomers. (See sidebar for further details.)

Chuck Gaidica, Award-winning media personality known 
for excellence and innovation and one of the most trusted 
media figures in Michigan. 
Facilitator and Speaker – So You’re Retired, Now What?

Dave Bing, 12 years with the Detroit Pistons, Hall of 
Fame, Former Detroit Mayor, Founder & CEO Bing Steel, 
1984 Minority Business Person of the Year. 
Transitions: The Dave Bing Journey

Kerry Hannon, National expert on Boomer careers & 
finance, contributing writer for the NYT, Forbes & Money 
Magazine, regular guest on ABC News, CNN & 
NBC Nightly News. 
Live Well: Financially, Physically, Spiritually

Alicia Simon, Former Director of The College for Creative 
Studies Lifelong Learning Department, currently with 
U of M. 
Creativity: Stimulate Your Mind – Release Your Inner Artist

Ginna Holmes, Executive Director of the Michigan 
Community Service Commission. 
Volunteering: Why, and How to Get Involved

Lomas Brown, 1985 first round NFL draft pick, 12 years 
with the Detroit Lions, ESPN analyst and broadcaster, 
business entrepreneur and mentor. 
Second Acts: How to Go from Success to Significance 

Sponsored by: Blue Cross Blue Shield, Mills Parmacy, Bank of Ann Arbor, TriFold, 
AAA, St John Providence, Ascension, Whole Foods, Birmingham Public Schools, 
Birmingham Roast, Ethan Allen and Thorton & Grooms.

BOOMER 
SUMMIT

For Boomers and Beyond

Saturday, Oct. 14, 2017
Seaholm High School 
Program: 9:00 a.m. – noon 
Registration 8:00 a.m. 
Tickets $10
Register at 
www.BirminghamNext.org 
or purhase tickets at the 
door.
Presented by: Next, 
Birmingham Shopping 
District, City of Birmingham 
and Baldwin Public Library

Special thanks to Premier 
Sponsor The Jeffares Group/
Max Broock Realtors.

The Next Thursday 
Evening Speaker Series 
returns with university 
professors and subject 
matter experts covering 
important topics such as 
global terrorism, the impact 
of the 1967 riots, climate 
change, détentes of the 
1970s and the shipwrecks of 
the Great Lakes, including 
the fate of the Edmond 
Fitzgerald. 
Look for Boomer Summit 
and the Speaker Series, 
along with other great 
programs at Next to keep 
active and connected. 
Health and wellness, lifelong 
learning, fitness, creative 
arts, travel and much more. 
Find more at 
www.BirminghamNext.org.
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EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Birmingham Education 
Foundation

What is the Birmingham Education 
Foundation?

Since its founding in 1993, the staff and trustees of the Birmingham 
Education Foundation (BEF) have been asked “What is an education 
foundation and why does Birmingham need one?” The short answer is this: 
The Birmingham Education Foundation is here to help connect innovative 
teachers with community support to help them provide exceptional 
educational experiences for all BPS students. 

The BEF believes that BPS does a wonderful job of educating students, 
but recognizes that funding levels have not kept pace with the demands 
placed on the school system. 

“We aim to fill this gap by granting funds to teachers to allow them 
to do exciting and innovative things in classrooms around the district,” 
said Alison Hendry, BEF 
Executive Director. “Last 
year, donors helped the 
BEF to fund projects 
big and small across 
our district. From new 
collections of books in 
libraries, to Raspberry Pi 
computers for Super STEM 
Saturday, to bringing 
in grants supporting 
character education in our 
schools, donations to the BEF touched every school in our district.” 

The Birmingham Education Foundation would like to thank everyone 
who came to an event or made a donation last year. This community support 
meant that that the BEF was able to give 102 grants last year, impacting 
every school in the district. Grants totaled $117,713. To see a full list of 
what was funded, visit www.SupportBEF.org. 

There are many ways to support the efforts of the BEF. The BEF is 
currently looking for volunteers to help with the auctions that take place 
as part of the Unabashed Bash, as well as the spring garage sale. Follow 
the BEF on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to find the latest news and 
information. Visit www.SupportBEF.org to make a donation to support 
Birmingham Public Schools. 

Liebler named 
president

Patrick Liebler will serve as 
the Birmingham Education 
Foundation president for 
2017-18. Liebler brings with 
him experience in marketing 
and business and has served 
on the BEF Board since 2013. 
Thank you to Liebler and all 
the BEF Trustees for the time 
and effort they dedicate to the 
BEF in an effort to support 
BPS students.

Mark your calendar

Annual Fund Campaign 
October – December 2017

Unabashed Bash
Saturday, Feb. 10, 2018
Townsend Hotel

BEF Garage Sale
April 12-15, 2018
Berkshire Middle School                

Learn more today at www.supportbef.org
248.203.3030.
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31301 Evergreen Road
 Beverly Hills, MI 48025-3800
 www.birmingham.k12.mi.us

Board of Education
Steve Scheidt, President
Jessica Thomas, Vice President
Kimberly Whitman, Treasurer
Walter Rothschild, Secretary 
Lori Ajlouny, Trustee
Brian Jennings, Trustee
Adrienne Young, Trustee
Dr. Daniel Nerad, Superintendent
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NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION The Board of Education is committed to maintaining a learning/working environment in which all individuals are treated with dignity and respect, free from 
discrimination and harassment. There will be no tolerance for discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, genetic 
information, disability or age. The District prohibits harassment and other forms of discrimination whether occurring at school, on District property, in a District vehicle, or at any District related 
activity or event. The Superintendent will designate compliance officers and develop and implement regulations for the reporting, investigation and resolution of complaints of discrimination or 
harassment. The following people have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Students - Inquiries related to discrimination on the basis of disability should be 
directed to: Executive Director of Specialized Instruction and Student Services, 31301 Evergreen Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025, 248.203.3000. Direct all other inquiries related to discrimination 
to: Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, 31301 Evergreen Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025, 248.203.3000.

2017 OPEN HOUSE EVENTS

Seaholm High School
Monday, Oct. 30, 2017

5:00-7:30 p.m. 

2436 W. Lincoln, Birmingham

Groves High School
Monday, Nov. 6, 2017

5:00-7:30 p.m.

20500 W. 13 Mile Rd., Beverly Hills

BCS Districtwide 3-8 School
Sunday, Dec. 3, 2017

1:00-3:00 p.m.

1525 Covington Rd., Bloomfield Hills

Character education, rigorous academics, competitive athletics and a wealth 
of opportunities await your child within the Birmingham Public Schools!




